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262 The Ruins of Al Hadhr. 

As it would be impossible, unless a second edition of the 
memoir in question were to be published, to do justice to the 
claims of the learned Baron Hammer Purgstall's having called 
the attention of geographers to the very remarlcable ruins of Al 
Hadhr twenty-two years ago — I beg to submit to your considera- 
tion, whether this would not be best effected by noticing this fact 
in the account of the proceedings of the Society as usually given 
in the ' Literary G£izette ' and the ' Athenaeum.' 

I have, &c. 

William Ainsworth. 

Hammersmith, \2th April. 



III. — Notes of a Cruise in the Eastern Archipelago in 1841. 
By Captain Owen Stanly, R.N. 

H. M. S. Britomart, Singapor, Nov. 1, 1841. 
After leaving Sydney we had a safe but stormy passage through 
Torres Straits, and found all well at Port Essington. Our services 
not being at all wanted there, the arrival of the captain and crew 
of the Montreal, wrecked on Alert reef, gave me a capital excuse 
for extending our cruize as far as Banda and Amboyna. 

We first visited the Anson Islands again, where some additions 
to the plan were made. Having Mr. Earl on board, 1 left the 
information-part of the cruize to be obtained by him, while Mr. 
Hill and myself devoted our time to chart-making and draw- 
ing. At Arru we saw little new, but at the Ki Islands we found 
and surveyed a fine harbour, where all sorts of supplies may be 
procured, and boats in abundance : we purchased four small ones 
for the settlement at a low price. Timber of good quality 
abounds, and can be procured close to the beach. The natives 
are well-behaved and very industrious. The southern Ki Island 
appears to be much cut up by deep channels, which would be 
well worth exploring, as the published charts give no idea of them 
at all. If Port Essington ever becomes a place of importance, 
the Ki Islands will be of great advantage, as a passage can be 
made both ways in both monsoons. 

From Ki we proceeded to Banda ; off the harbour we made a 
place, but were not able to get rid of our passengers. Banda is 
too well known to require any description. 

From Banda we reached Amboyna in a day, and remained ten 
days to get a fresh rate for the chronometer. It rained almost 
incessantly the whole time we remained ; but the few fine days 
enabled me to see a good deal of the country, which is very fine. 
During our stay we were all most kindly received. I remained 



Notes of a Cruise in the Eastern Archipelago. 263 

a week at the governor's, Colonel De Steer's, who has made a most 
valuable collection of the productions of the Moluccas in every 
branch of natural history : he is about to return to Europe, where 
I hope he will publish some account, for which he has ample ma- 
terials. 

On leaving Amboyna we first made Wetter, and then coasted 
along the north side of the Serwatty groupe, anchoring at Kissa, 
where they had been suffering much from the want of rain; 
and also at Letti, where they were suffering, but not in so great a 
degree. At Letti we found two Dutch missionaries and their 
families. The anchorage is good in the S.W. monsoon, but no 
quantity of supplies could be obtained. The reefs of the Luan 
groupe are much exaggerated and badly laid down. 

Baber seems also to be much out of its place ; but I have not 
time to spare to go round the island. After leaving Baber we 
made the island of Cera, on the west coast of Timor Laut, and 
then stood across to Australia. A good harbour is said to exist 
in the south part of Timor Laut, which is separated from the 
north part by a deep channel. Indeed I feel sure that when the 
island is properly examined, it will be found to consist of several 
islands separated by narrow deep channels. The inhabitants are 
not to be trusted, and are very numerous, well armed and warlike. 
I was very sorry that our provisions would not admit us to search 
for this harbour, as, from its proximity to Port Essington (only a 
day's run) we might derive great advantage from establishing a 
communication with the natives. Shortly after our return to 
Port Essington the Beagle arrived, having set the Carpentaria 
question at rest. She remained about ten days to get fresh rates, 
and then went to Coepang, to fill up her water before going upon 
the new coast, and to leave the tracings for me to forward. We 
sailed a fortnight after her, having been detained by putting the 
boats, &c. belonging to the colony to rights, and doing all in our 
power to put them in as efficient a state as the limited means of 
a ten-gun brig could do. 

Up to the present time the settlement has been very healthy, 
the only cases of fever were cured by a trip with us to the islands. 
The gardens produce now nearly enough for the supply of the 
garrison ; but the climate is too hot for European labour : the 
men all look worn. The trees do not seem to me to have at all 
recovered from the effects of the hurricane, which appears to have 
been very local, as the officer I sent round into Van Diemen's 
Gulf, in search of a wreck the natives said was there, saw no signs 
in the East Alligator river of any devastation whatever. He 
came across a new tribe of natives who, even at that short distance, 
could not at all understand our natives : they had never seen rice, 
and were only persuaded to taste it when they saw one of our 
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natives, who happened to be in the boat, eat it, when they imme- 
diately set to and did justice to the feast. Of the supposed 
wreck no traces were seen, nor could there have been one from 
the careful way in which Mr. Vallack pursued his search for it. 

With the natives at Port Essington we are on the best of terms : 
the building of two solitary-cells has quite put a stop to thieving, 
two days' confinement having more effect upon them than any 
corporal punishment, however severe ; they seem to be afraid of 
some bad spirit coming to them when they are alone and in the 
dark. One of the officers of the garrison happened to send up a 
paper kite just before we came in; the natives immediately took 
this to be a spirit till they saw the string ; they then wanted to 
know if the kite was not sent up to look out for us. 

On our return, after an absence of nearly two years, the mo- 
ment I landed, the natives all knew me again, called me by name, 
and seemed quite glad to see me. We have not as yet been able 
to get any regular work out of them, but they bring in fish, shell- 
fish, &c. which they sell for bread and rice, of which they have 
become very fond ; so much so that I do not think they could 
now do without it. To Mr. Earl I must refer you for all minute 
details about these people, as he has been longer amongst them, 
and has therefore had an opportunity of making himself acquainted 
with their manners and customs, while, during my short stay, I 
have been a slave to the Transit, which has not been idle. Mr. 
Gilbert, Mr. Gould's assistant, is also another person who will 
give you a very good account of the natives, as he was constantly 
amongst them. He ought to be soon in England with the fruits 
of his labours. 

Upon leaving Port Essington we touched at Coepang, two days 
after the Beagle sailed, and there picked up the tracings he left 
for me, which I think will reconcile you to the change which it 
fell partly to my lot to make. From Coepang we went to Am- 
pannan, which is a place just now of considerable trade; its 
history is this. About seven years ago, a Mr. King, who had failed 
in Java, arrived at the island, and found civil war raging ; he took 
the part of one of the rajahs, and in consequence enabled him to 
obtain the supreme authority ; on which the rajah permitted Mr. 
King to trade on the island, on condition of receiving a certain 
duty. The island of Lombock, being in j)arts very level and well- 
supplied with fresh water at all seasons, is so well adapted for the 
cultivation of rice that Mr. King has laden twenty ships in a year. 
In addition to the rice, stock of all sorts is very cheap — a cow 
seven dollars ; a fine strong pony, far superior to the Timor, four- 
teen dollars ; ducks two dozen for a dollar, &c. One drawback 
to the place is the way in which the reef is laid down in the chart, 
which prevents many vessels from entering. The water does 



Notes of a Cruise in the Eastern Archipelago. 265 

shoal, and in three places are shoal patches with only 3 fathoms ; 
but these can be seen from the mast-head. A surf upon the 
beach, which is very steep too, makes it inconvenient embarking 
a cargo like rice, that requires to be kept dry. 

We arrived fortunately just in time to he present at a grand 
feast, given by Mr. King to the rajah and family, and about two 
thousand of the head men of the place. The feast commenced at 
10 A M., and continued till sun-set; and though every man came 
armed with his creese there was not the least disturbance. Danc- 
ing girls and boys, with a very comic tragedy, occupied the time 
not employed in eating and drinking : the whole scene was very 
amusing. The wife of the captain of an English merchant ship 
attracted universal admiration and surprise ; her dress, ornaments, 
&c. were viewed with great curiosity by all the chiefs, and even by 
the queen, who is mother to the present rajah, and appears to 
take a decided lead in politics. I could go on at more length, 
but I find myself crossing, which warns me to bring this long 
yarn to an end. When we do return home, should we ever have 
that good luck, I shall be able to give you the whole detail of our 
cruize, both with pen and pencil, which latter, I can assure you, 
has not been idle, for I have a sketch, of some sort, of everything 
we have seen that would bear drawing. 



IV. — Tussac Grass. By Sir W. J. Hooker. 

[A REPORT on the Falkland Islands by Governor Moody has 
just been printed by order of the House of Commons. Ap- 
pended to it is a botanical description of the extraordinary tussac 
grass of those islands. An extract from the governor's report 
was communicated to the Society in the course of the present 
season. The following letter from Sir W. J. Hooker, addressed 
to the chairman of the evening on which the report was read, is 
interesting, as it communicates the information that the name 
Tussac appears to have been applied indiscriminately to several 
other kinds of grasses, and conveys a picturesque idea of the 
appearance of the plant to which the name will in future be 
restricted by botanists. It is also pleasing to learn that the son 
of one who stands so high in natural science as Sir William 
Hooker is devoting himself to botany, with all the zeal of his 
father, and the self- diffidence characteristic of real talent.] 

You will perhaps not deem it unworthy the attention of the 
Society, that I should offer a little information on the subject of 
this extraordinary production of the Falklands, which probably, 
through the exertions of Lieutenant Moody, may ere long form 



